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Individual interaction at latrine sites of raccoon dogs
in the Akasaka Imperial Grounds, central Tokyo

Ririko Korzumr®!, Takako Sako*?, Makito Tepuka™®, Mutsumi Koorr™*
Masayuki U. Sarro**®, Yayoi Kangko™*’

To reveal individual interaction at latrines in a raccoon dog population in an urban green area (Akasaka
Imperial Grounds, 51ha) in central Tokyo, 6 individuals (4 adult males and 2 adult females) were radio-
tracked from August to November 2012. In parallel, the radio-tagged individuals were observed at 11
latrines by camera traps. The tracked raccoon dogs were not recorded outside of the green area since home
ranges were seemed as stable. Latrine usage and faece sniffing behavior increased in autumn, indicate that
information exchange at latrine between individuals became active. In addition, 2 adult males and an adult
female overlapped both in home ranges and core areas, as well as co-use a latrine in a core area, which imply
the social unit may be not a pair.

Keywords :home range, latrine, monogamy, spatial organization, Nyctereutes procyonoides
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